
Our Newsletter 
President’s Report 

Welcome back everyone. Hope you had a great sum-
mer and that the good weather will continue for one 
of Cambridgeshire’s famous Indian summers! 

Thank to everyone who has volunteered to help at 
the various village events, which our WI is support-
ing. Don’t forget that we can’t do any of this without 
our fabulous volunteers. Every hour of help offered is 
gratefully received and our efforts have definitely 
been recognised within our villages. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Our bank balance is £2720.30 and we have £15.72 in 
petty cash. 

Save your plastic bottle tops! 

In the June 2017 issue of Cambridge WI News, was an 
appeal from Myra Yick, who is collecting plastic bottle 
tops (with a 2, 02, 4 or 04 recycling mark) for Arthur 
Rank Hospice Charity. Welch’s have agreed to trans-
port  to the recycling centre in Portsmouth every 
time Myra has a pallet load. Sue Roe and Gill Griggs 
have kindly offered to coordinate for us, so please 
bring your tops to our meetings. 

Bottles needed for Little Shelford Fun 

Day’s Bottle Tombola (Sept 9)  

More  donations of bottle prizes are needed. Remem-
ber that they can be any kind of bottle, not just 
wines! These should be brought to our September 
meeting. You can also drop them off with Vanda, at 
19 Orchard Road (if no-one’s home, please leave in-
side the gate). 

Shelford Feast—Another Success!  

Thank you to everyone who helped out at the Shel-
ford Feast. Our support was greatly appreciated and 
we helped raise over £1000! See pics on p3! 

August WI Trip—Chilford Hall 

Many thanks to Maureen Wiesner for the report and 
Sue Roe for the pics. There are more photos on p3! 

The weather was kind for our visit to Chilford Hall 
Vineyard.  We had a very enthusiastic, informative 
guide called Ged, who  is, coincidentally, Mary’s 
brother.   In the vineyards, we saw some of the 
17,000 vines which produce 20,000 bottles of wine a 
year.  These are carefully pruned by hand, usually 
from December until February, to maximise grape 
production.  Ged explained that an unusual moving 
frost on April 28th this year destroyed 90% of the 
shoots.  Fortunately, Chilford Hall has a cellar with a 3 

year reserve of wine.  He said that they are likely to 
harvest only 7 tons of grapes this year, as compared 

to the usual 20 tons.  
Surprisingly, local 
deer eat around 2 
tons of grapes a 
year! 

In the winery itself, 
the entire wine-
making process was 

explained, including fermentation, blending and bot-
tling.  At the end of the tour, we sampled five Chil-
ford Hall wines and Ged explained the subtle differ-
ences between them.  We even got to smell a 
‘corked’ wine (caused by a chemical from a fungus 
which sometimes lives on the cork). I now feel more 
knowledgeable about a corked wine if ever asked by 
the sommelier to try the wine in a posh restaurant!  (I 
always thought it was to see if I liked it more than 
anything else!). 

Overall, a very pleasant and fun way to spend the af-
ternoon! 

July Meeting—Summer Party! 
The rain held off and we enjoyed another fun, chatty 
evening in the lovely garden at The Vicarage for our 
summer party. Many thanks to Mary for hosting us 
again, and to everyone who was able to bring the de-
licious eats and drinks. 

What a Life!  

Thanks to Sue Roe & Anne Ashurst. 

We attended a wonderful afternoon tea in June at 
the Masonic Hall. Such good value for money! There 
was a choice of 6 finger sandwiches, 6 different 
cakes, a scone with clotted cream and jam and as 
much tea to drink as anyone could wish for. 

 After this feast, we 
were entertained by 
Lucy Stevens, an actress 
with such a rich con-
tralto voice, she took us 
by surprise. Lucy Ste-
vens performed a new 
play about the life of 
Kathleen Ferrier. Accom-
panied on the piano, she 
told the true story, 
through song and prose, 
of Kathleen Ferrier’s rise 

to fame, prior to her untimely early death through ill 
health. What a life! 

 

 

 

ACTIVITY 

William Ashley-

Norman— a workshop 

on chicken wire 

sculpture. We will each 

make our own chicken 

wire bird decoration.  

DOOR ROTA 

Gill Griggs  
 

DIARY DATES 

Little Shelford Fun 

Day (Sept 9) 

Playscape Fun Run 

(Sept 17) 

NEXT MONTH’S 

SPEAKER 

Oct— 

OUR WEBSITE 
www.theshelfordswi.w

ordpress.com 

 

Birthdays! 

Belated happy 

birthdays to anyone 

with a summer 

birthdate and many 

happy returns to those 

with celebrations in 

September. 

 

 

 

Sept 2017 

Date of Next  

Meeting 

Sept 7th 
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Sept 7 
William Ashley-Norman will be doing a workshop on chicken wire sculpture.  As well as a demonstration and 
talk, we will all have the opportunity to make our own chicken wire bird which apparently makes a lovely 
decoration to hang in a tree!  

Oct 5 Nutritionist, Susan Krueger will talk about ‘How to eat healthily and why diets don’t work’.   

Nov 2 
Vanessa Mann—‘It’s on the cards.  The postcard tweets of the Edwardians’.  She specialises in tracing details 
of the recipients and senders of Edwardian postcards she has found and often manages to reunite the cards 

Dec 2 Christmas Party, includes Christmas flower arranging by Jayne Norris 

2016/7 Committee 

President:  Anna Sugden 846801 aandksugden@aol.com 

Vice President:  Shirley Warbrick 837225 shirley.warbrick@googlemail.com 

Secretary:  Vanda Butler 561053 vanda.butler@googlemail.com 

Treasurer:  Shirley Warbrick  

Trips/Courses:   Carole Lyne 844341 carolelyne@hotmail.co.uk          8 Marfleet Close, Great Shelford, CB225LA  

Committee:  Anne Ashurst Mary Talbott    Sarah Glauert  Jayne Norris                                   

   Anne Roberts        Maureen Wiesner Sheila Fettes 

The Shelfords WI Programme 

Regional events/Courses 

Please make sure you send your money to Carole Lyne by Sept 7th or give it to  her at our meeting. See leaflets on the Notice board for 

further details about these and other courses. Then sign up on the sheet in folder. 

 Cost Date 

Hampstead, A London Village—trip to Hampstead Members: £48 

Non-Members: £51 

Thurs Oct 12th 

Penguins on Ice, Talk at The Hectagon, Bar Hill £6 (incl. Draw ticket) Fri Oct 13th, 7:30-9pm 

Eltham Palace and the Red House – Transformations & Rec-
reations 

Eltham Palace—English Heritage members Free 

The Red House - National Trust members Free 

Coach - Members: £22.50 Non-

Members: £25.50 

Eltham Palace  Adult: £12.50 

Concessions: £11.00 

The Red House  

Adult and concessions £6.50 

Wed Oct 18th 

Speakers Showcase, Landbeach Village Hall Members: £5 (please bring 
packed lunch) 

21st Oct 2017, 9:45 for a prompt start 
(10am-4pm) 

Autumn Lunch. Speaker John Durrant about Cambridge 
blue plaque scheme, Landbeach Village Hall 

Members: £15 

Non-members: £17 

Thurs 26th October 2017:  12.00 for 
12.30pm 

Jacobean Crewel Embroidery with Julie Walsby, WI Office 

 

Members: £27 (Add’l cost for 

materials approx. £10)  
Sat 28th Oct 2017, 9.45am for 10am-
4pm 

Bangers, Mash and Bingo, WI Office  Members: £10 

Non-Members: £12 

Tues 31st Oct 2017—11 for 11.30am 
start 

   



 

Trip to Chilford Winery 

Shelford Feast 2017 

 


