
The Shelfords WI 
President’s Report 

Welcome to the Bumper issue of our Newsletter. I  
hope you all enjoying reading it. I look forward to 
seeing you at the Summer Party on Thursday.  Let’s 
hope the weather holds. Remember no meeting next 
month.  If you can’t make Thursday, look forward to 
seeing you in September. 

Treasurer’s Report 

As mentioned at the last meeting, a budget has been 
prepared for our WI for Apr 2015—Mar 2016.  Details 
below. Any questions, please ask Carole Lyne. 

Secretary's correspondence 

Denman College Courses 2015-6: 

The new brochure is available, detailing courses 
from July 2015 to June 2016. Copies will be avail-
able at our meetings or from Vanda. 

Shelford Feast—July 12th 

Thank you to all members who have volunteered 
to man our stall for the Feast. Don’t forget to tell 
everyone about our wonderful prize hampers—£1 
a ticket! There will be 3 hampers available to win! 

If you’re interested in joining Mary Tabott’s quiz 
team for the quiz night, please let Mary know asap. 

Little Shelford Fun Day—Sept 5th 

Don’t forget to sign up to man our stall at the Fun 
Day. 3 fabulous hampers will be raffled off. 

Shelfords WI Bunting 

Thank you to Shirley Warbrick for the excellent in-
structions/ template for our bunting, and to the 
many members who have already contributed knit-
ted, crocheted and sewn triangles. Please bring 
completed bunting triangles to the summer party. 

The Shelfords WI Logo 

We would like to have a logo for our WI that we 
can use on all our materials. The committee have 
developed some ideas which we will circulate to 
our members for feedback shortly. If you have an 
idea that you would like to contribute, please send 
it to Anna Sugden, by July 15. 

Our Website is live! 

Many thanks to Shirley and Jon Warbrick for creat-
ing our wonderful website. Check it out at 
www.theshelfordswi.wordpress.com . Also many 
thanks to Francess Richardson for allowing us to 
use her beautiful picture of the bridge between the 
two villages. 

Remember that we will be posting pictures in the 
Gallery section and on the Home page. if you do 
NOT want your photo on the website, you will 
need to let Shirley know that you wish to opt out. 

Plum/Damson Picking 

Likely second weekend in September—Date TBC. 
Members and guests welcome to visit the orchard 
at 138 Hinton Way, to pick damsons and plums, 
ready for jam-making. Tea and cake will be avail-
able. No charge, but donations gratefully accepted 
for The Shelfords WI. 

 

 

 

 

ACTIVITY 

Summer Party!  

At the Vicarage, 12 

Church Street. 

Please bring a chair! 

 

DOOR ROTA 

Christine Martin & Jill 
Griggs  
 

DIARY DATES 

Fabricators’ Group                         

10 July 10:30-12:30              

27 July 7.00-9.00 pm 

NEXT MONTH’S 

SPEAKER 

No speaker next month! 

 

CENTENARY 

Izabela Pitcher of Prior 
Attire to talk about 
women’s fashions circa 
1915. There will be a 
demonstration, with 
authentic & 
reproduction articles – 
lingerie, corsets, 
dresses, and hats – for 
ladies to try on. Guests 
welcome. 

 

 

 

July/August 2015 

Date of Next  

Meeting 

July 2. 

No meeting in August 

Estimated   Income Detail Annual 
(£) 

Bank/ Cash Brought 
Fwd 

  

1730 

Subscriptions Jan 
2016 

Full (37 x £36) 

Dual (2 x £17) 

1332 

34 

Raffles  150 

Feast donation  300 

Other fundraising 
incl. visitors 

 50 

Total est.  income  3596 

Estimated   

Expenditure 

  

CFWI Sub levy 2016 703 

 Liability Insur-
ance 

24 

 Pooling of fares 16 

Meetings Hall hire 275 

 Speakers & gifts 430 

 Refreshments 22 

 Stationery 25 

Miscellaneous Display boards 160 

 Banner and flag 125 

Total est. expendi-  1780 

Est. balance carried 
forward 

 1816 

http://www.theshelfordswi.wordpress.com


Buckingham Palace Garden Party—June 2 

Anne Roberts and Ruth Charlton 
were very lucky to represent The 
Shelfords WI at the Centenary Gar-
den Party at Buckingham Palace. 
Here is Anne’s report:  

The day dawned with a very blus-
tery wind blowing and a cool tem-
perature. I was relieved I’d decided 
not to wear a hat. We joined our 
coach at Trumpington Park & Ride, 
with other WI members for the 
ride to London. 

We entered the Palace through the 
front gate and walked over the 

gravel where the Changing of the Guard takes place. Our tickets 
were collected and passports checked. Then we walked behind 
the palace to a courtyard, up a red-carpeted staircase to a recep-
tion area and out onto the terrace. Oil paintings of monarchs 
stared down at us, most memorably a young Queen Victoria. We 
then walked out onto the lawn and were engulfed by WI ladies.  

In the tea tent, there were lots of delicious delights - cucumber 
and mint sandwiches, ham with a little mustard kick.  No crusts.  
There were tiny fruit tarts of every kind - I had lemon and rasp-
berry.  I also had the daintiest piece of Battenberg cake and Ruth 
had an eclair. With a brass band playing in the background, we 
headed off to explore the grounds and gardens.  We walked 
round the lake, admired the roses which were mostly in bud and 
saw the Waterloo Vase.  

As we came back to the main lawn, the beefeaters were doing a 
little gentle crowd control to make a passage for  the royal party 
who were scheduled to leave soon. We managed to see the 
Duchess of Cornwall, Princess Alexandra and Countess of Wessex 
within about 5 yards. Someone in the crowd started singing Jeru-
salem unaccompanied and, in what was a very symbolic mo-
ment, all in the vicinity joined in.  The garden party was nearly 
over and the sun came out. We heard the national anthem from 
a distance which signalled the official end.  However, we took 
our opportunity to enjoy the evening sunshine and sat on the 
chairs on the lawn of Buckingham Palace chatting to the people 
we had met and soaking up the atmosphere. 

NFWI Meeting, Royal Albert Hall—June 4 

Despite a 6.50am start, 
heavy traffic meant we 
arrived late. Unfortunately, 
we missed the Chair’s wel-
come and only heard the 
closing sentence of the 
Treasurer’s statement. 

The Queen, accompanied 
by the Princess Royal and 
the Countess of Wessex, 

was met with loud applause and the singing of Jerusalem.    

The meeting was officially opened by the Queen, followed by the 
Chair’s Address.  The Royal party handed out the annual prizes to 
members, and the Queen received the Baton presented by mem-
bers of the oldest & newest WI’s.   

The Resolution: Failing to care – assessment of need in long-term 
care.  This meeting calls on HM Government to remove the distinc-
tion between nursing care and personal care in the assessment of 
the needs of individuals, in order to advance health and wellbeing. 

An amendment was proposed and accepted to change ‘nursing’ to 
‘health’, and ‘personal’ to ‘social’, to give more clarity and profes-
sional language. There were speakers for and against The Resolu-
tion, both on-stage and from the floor.  A proposal was made to 
‘Move to the next business’, which was debated and approved by 
vote, so no further discussion took place regarding the Resolution. 
This meant there was no vote. We then broke for lunch. 

Luckily it was a beautiful day and we crossed the road to sit on the 
steps of The Albert Statue and eat our lunch.  One WI had set 
themselves a task to learn to play instruments and as a band play 
(including Jerusalem) at the bottom of the statue. 

For the past two years. there has been a choral competition. The 
winning choir, ‘Bleedin Belles’ opened the afternoon’s events with 
‘Sing for Joy’, written especially for the WI. 

For the first time, there were live link-ups to 3 WIs. Anglesey, the 
first WI in the country - we were given a virtual tour of their mu-
seum - Great Torrington, Devon and The Social Lites, Cheshire. 

The first guest speaker was Lucy Worsley, curator of the unoccu-
pied Royal Palaces who told us about her job; including facts like 
Hampton Court has 1324 rooms.  Her main topic was ‘The History 
of the WI in the UK’ and she has made a programme to be shown 
shortly on BBC2. The first meeting was held in a shed and their 
first resolution was Rural Housing. They were called Cake Bakers 
and Troublemakers. 

Baroness Tanni Grey-Thompson, DBE, gave a light-hearted talk on 
her life and experiences as one of Britain’s most successful Para-
lympian’s. In 2010, Tanni was appointed to the House of Lords, 
where she serves as a crossbench peer. 

Helena Morrissey, CBE, became CEO of Newton Investment Man-
agement at 35 and is also mother of 9 children.  Founder of The 
30% Club, whose aim is to have company boards made up of 30% 
women, to make them more balanced organizations.  Her talk was 
to encourage women and make top positions more achievable for 
our daughters. 

The Chair’s closing remarks thanked retiring members of the com-
mittee were thanked and new members were introduced. She 
thanked the Queen for her visit and congratulated the choir. She 
also apologised for the mishap with the Garden Party.  103 new 
WI’s have been formed in the last year.  We must all use Denman 
or we will lose it! 

We concluded by singing Jerusalem, Land of My Fathers and the 
National Anthem. Every delegate was given a piece of the winning 
Centenary Cake. Luckily the return journey was quicker, arriving 
back at Trumpington at 8pm 



The Shelfords WI 

August No meeting—due to summer holidays 

Sept 3 
Centenary celebration—talk from Prior Attire on women’s fashions of 1915. A fun event with authentic and re-
production items, which will include a chance to try items on! 

Oct 1 
Brewer, Joe Kennedy, who owns and runs the Black Bar Brewery in Button End, Harston, will talk about what led 
him into brewing and discuss the effects of the main ingredients of beer.  Joe likes to experiment by adding fla-
vourings such as herbs and tea to make something a little different.  He’ll have samples of his beer for us to try!  

Nov 5 Eleanor Witter, CBKA (Cambridgeshire beekeeper association), will talk about ‘Bees and Beekeeping’  

Regional events 

Please make sure you give your money to Carole Lyne at the Summer Party or by the date specified in brackets. See leaflets on the 

new Notice board for further details about these and other courses. Then sign up on the sheet in folder. 

THE 2015/6 COMMITTEE 

President:  Janice Layer 844148 janice@layertravel.co.uk 

Vice President:  Anna Sugden 846801 aandksugden@aol.com 

Secretary:  Vanda Butler 561053 vanda.butler@googlemail.com 

Treasurer:  Carole Lyne 844341 carolelyne@hotmail.co.uk          8 Marfleet Close, Great Shelford, CB225LA  

Asst Treasurer:  Christine Macpherson  

Committee:  Sarah Glauert  Jayne Norris                Mary Talbott                   Shirley Warbrick 

   Diana Parr  Anne Roberts              Maureen Wiesner 

      

The Shelfords WI Programme 

 Cost £ Date (Cheque to Carole by …) 

Learn to knit or crotchet—WI Office Girton  3.00 Weds 5th Aug 10 -3pm  

(22nd July) 

Cream Tea and Walk—WI Office Girton  7.00 Thurs 6th August  

2pm Optional walk; 3.30pm tea  

(7th July) 

Loughborough Bells Do it All  

(All day coach trip—includes lunch) 

Members £41 

Non Members £43  

Thurs 24th Sept 

(25th Aug) 

Village History Walk in Bassingbourn  Members£5 

Non members £6  

Sat 26th Sept  2pm  

(1st Sept) 

Fabricators’ Group 

The group continues to go from strength to strength, with many regulars at both meetings. Since the 

variety of crafts has grown from knitting, to include crocheting, sewing, cross-stitch, lace-making, tatting 

and more, the group has a new name! So, whatever your craft, if it can be done at a table in the library or 

in a pub — or you just fancy popping along to join in the chat — you’re more than welcome. We meet in 

the Shelford Library on the second Friday of each month, from 10:30-12:30am, and in the back room at 

Three Horseshoes in Stapleford, on the fourth Monday of each month, from 7:00-9:00pm. All levels of 

expertise welcome! Please come and join us. 

The June Meeting 

A fun talk from the ladies of the Cambridge Quilters, who showed us beautiful examples of different projects and talked about different 
types of patchwork and quilting.  We then had a chance to practice quilting techniques and make our own needle-holder.  


